
The ABC’s of Gelcoat Correction

WASH
Using a quality boat soap, start at the 

top of the boat and work your way 
down. If on a trailer, wash the trailer 
and rims last. After drying the entire 

boat, inspect the gelcoat for any stains, 
dock rash, etc. and remove using the 

appropriate product.

A

BAD MINOR GOOD

GELCOAT INSPECTION
Identify the gelcoat condition, then 

follow the path to properly address the 
issue.

B

COMPOUND STEP
For very chalky/dull gelcoat, apply a 

heavy oxidation remover using a 
variable speed buffer. Severely 

oxidized gel will require wet sanding 
before compounding.

C

POLISH STEP
Restore the shine by applying a swirl 
remover or finishing polish. This will 

remove swirl marks and buffer 
holograms.

D

FINISHING POLISH STEP
Remove minor defects and restore the 
luster by applying a synthetic sealant, 

one-step polish, or color restorer using 
a buffer. Using a polish fortified with 

PTFE claims to provide extra UV 
protection.

E

WAXING
Protect the gelcoat, and finishing polish 

by applying a synthetic or carnauba 
marine wax using a buffer. 

E

*Source of inspiration

https://www.autogeek.net/detailingtips.html

